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August 28, 2019
Dear Tribal Representative:
I am writing to inform you that Idaho Medicaid intends to submit to the Centers for Medicare
and Medicaid Services (CMS) a State Plan Amendment (SPA) to allow reimbursement for state
plan services delivered to Medicaid participants while admitted as inpatients in an institution for
mental diseases (IMD). The Department plans to implement this change under authority of
Section 1915(1) of the Social Security Act, and will request an effective date for these changes of
January 1, 2020.
A 1915(1) state plan option serves only to allow reimbursement of existing state plan services in
an IMD setting-and implementation of Partial Hospitalization, not currently a state plan
benefit, is required to secure CMS approval of a 1915(1) application. For this reason, Idaho
Medicaid will concurrently submit SPA changes to its Alternative Benefit Plans (ABPs) to add
the Partial Hospitalization benefit. The addition of a Partial Hospitalization benefit will expand
the Department's behavioral health continuum of care and make additional outpatient treatment
options available for participants with mental health and/or substance use disorders who are at
risk of placement in residential psychiatric facilities.
Idaho Medicaid's development of the proposed SPA will be reviewed as part of the Policy
Update at the next quarterly Tribal meeting. Idaho Medicaid is interested in receiving your
comments, questions, or suggestions relating to this change. In order to allow for a timely
submission to CMS, this solicitation is being made under expedited circumstances. Therefore,
please submit any comments prior to September 30, 2019. Should you have questions about this
letter or the upcoming SPA submission, please contact Clay Lord at (208) 364-1979 or by e-mail
at Clay.Lord@dhw.idaho.gov prior to September 30, 2019.
Lastly, if your tribe would like to set up a time for formal government-to-government
consultation, please contact us as soon as possible so that we can work with you to arrange a
meeting for this purpose.
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LEGAL NOTICE
Pursuant to 42 CFR 440.386, the Department of Health and Welfare is giving public notice of an
impending change in the Idaho Medicaid State Plan.
Idaho Medicaid will make application for a State Plan Amendment (SPA) in order to comply
with the provisions of Section 56-253(8), Idaho Code. This law provides that the Director of the
Department of Health and Welfare “shall research options and apply for federal waivers to
enable cost-efficient use of [M]edicaid funds to pay for substance abuse and/or mental health
services in institutions for mental disease[s].”
On or around October 1, 2019, Idaho Medicaid intends to submit to the Centers for Medicare
and Medicaid Services (CMS) a State Plan Amendment to allow reimbursement for state plan
services delivered to Medicaid participants while admitted as inpatients in an Institution for
Mental Diseases (IMD). The Department plans to implement this change under authority of
Section 1915(l) of the Social Security Act and will request an effective date for these changes of
January 1, 2020.
A 1915(l) state plan option serves only to allow reimbursement of existing state plan services in
an IMD setting—and implementation of Partial Hospitalization, not currently a state plan
benefit, is required to secure CMS approval of a 1915(l) application. For this reason, Idaho
Medicaid will concurrently submit SPA changes to its Alternative Benefit Plans (ABPs) to add
the Partial Hospitalization benefit. The addition of a Partial Hospitalization benefit will expand
the Department’s behavioral health continuum of care and make additional outpatient treatment
options available for participants with mental health and/or substance use disorders who are at
risk of placement in residential psychiatric facilities.
The Department assures these changes are in compliance with 42 CFR 440.345, and that
individuals under twenty-one (21) years of age, pursuant to EPSDT, may receive additional
services if determined medically necessary and prior authorized by the Department. Medicaid
has consulted with Idaho Tribal representatives regarding this change in compliance with section
5006(e) of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009.
No public hearings regarding these changes have been scheduled at this time.
Should you have questions about this notice or the upcoming SPA submission, please contact
Clay Lord, Medicaid Program Policy Analyst, by e-mail at Clay.Lord@dhw.idaho.gov prior to
September 30, 2019.
Written comments may also be sent to and reviewed by the public at the following address:
Bureau of Medical Care
Division of Medicaid
Department of Health and Welfare
3232 Elder Street
Boise, Idaho 83705
Fax: (208) 334-2465

